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In the weeks since Governor Bill Lee implemented the Safer at Home order, Tennessee 
mounted a significant effort to improve testing and healthcare capacity. The state has made 
steady progress to slow the spread of COVID -19.

Slowing COVID -19

Å Influenza -like illness (ILI) has seen a steady decline since March 14.

Å COVID-like illness (CLI) has seen a steady decline since March 25.

Å (Source: Tennessee Dept. of Health)
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In the weeks since Governor Lee implemented the Safer at Home order, Tennessee mounted 
a significant effort to improve testing and healthcare capacity. The state has made steady 
progress to slow the spread of COVID -19.

Slowing COVID -19

Å Average daily growth rate has 

been stable for over 14 days

Å Downward trajectory of positive 

tests as percentage of total tests 

since April 1.

Å (Source: Tennessee Dept. of 

Health)
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Even as the direct threat to TennesseansɅ health has been mitigated, the threat to their 
livelihoods has increased. Research consistently demonstrates a strong association between 
unemployment and poorer health outcomes. Citizens have experienced devastating job 
losses across all 95 counties and diverse industry sectors.

413K
TN Unemployment 
Claims

As a result of COVID-19 mitigation, Tennesseans filed 412,895 

unemployment claims with the Department of Labor and 

Workforce Development between March 1 and April 18, 

2020.

15%
of TN Workers 

Filed Unemployment

While these challenges started first for many of the 

Tennesseans who work in entertainment, recreation and 

accommodation, they have now spread to impact almost 

every industry and every county across Tennessee.
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Even as the direct threat to TennesseansɅ health has been mitigated, the threat to their 
livelihoods has increased. Research consistently demonstrates a strong association between 
unemployment and poorer health outcomes. Citizens have experienced devastating job 
losses across all 95 counties and diverse industry sectors.

$870M
Net Sales Lost by 
TN Retailers in March

Some industries were impacted more dramatically than 

others, including: a $408M decline in restaurant sales, $177M 

decline in hotel and accommodation sales, $218M decline in 

motor vehicle -related sales, and $64M decline in 

entertainment and recreation sales year over year. April 

losses will be significantly greater.

$5B
of TN GDP 
Lost in 2020

Tennessee Gross Domestic Product is projected to decline $5 

billion during 2020 as a result of closures and joblessness 

related to the pandemic, assuming businesses begin to 

reopen on May 1, 2020.
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GUIDELINES


